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policy that Pope Clement IV set aside the election of the York
chapter made early in 1265, and provided by papal authority
St. Bonaventura: on Bonaventura's refusal to undertake so
dangerous a cure. Clement IV translated Bishop Walter
Giffard from Bath and Wells to York.1 And again when, in
1268, Archbishop Boniface rejected the bishop-elect of Win-
chester, Clement translated Nicolas of Ely to the see from
Worcester.* Both Giffard and Nicolas were prelates and
curiahs who had distinguished themselves by their modera-
tion and judgement during the late disturbances.
In the remaining elections, referred to the Papacy when
no extraordinary circumstances in England influenced its
policy, it is necessary to distinguish between two kinds of
disputes. First, local disputes which primarily arose be-
cause of uncertainty in the dioceses about who actually made
the election. Second, those which were referred to the
papal court through quarrels between king and chapter,
or more rarely, metropolitan and chapter. For in the former
kind a definitive declaration on a point of law was the first
necessity; and in the latter, authoritative action designed
to put a speedy end to the clash of conflicting interests.
Appeals made in elections to Coventry and Lichfield in
I223,3 to Rochester in 1235, and Bath and Wells in I243,4
called for a declaration on a point of law; and as a result
of papal decisions in these cases, future elections were
carried out without further litigation. The person of the
bishop-elect was only a minor issue.
The Rochester suit is the most interesting example of
papal action in this direction.5 The point at issue was
whether the customary claims of the Archbishop of Canter-
1 C.P.R. iii. 402 $ CaL Papal Letters, i, 431 ; Ann. Man. ii. 105, 3745 iv.
184, 194.
a Ann- Mon, iv. 458 ; ii. xo6.
3	Thomas of Chesterfield in Anglia Sacra, i. 437-8;  Magnum Registrum
Album Lichf., f. 204,
4	Col, Pafal letters, i. »o8 j Calendar of MSS. of the Dean and Chapter of
Wells) i. 91-9, 115-120 j Anglia Sacra, i. 565.
5	The following account is based on information in Registrum Roffense, pp. 95-8
(bull of Gregory IX, XIII Kal. Apr. 1238). Anglia Sacra* L 345, 348 (Edmund
of Hadenham).  Ibid. i. 384-7 ('Libellus de jure eligendi episcopi*: Wharton
dates this document 1380, but it certainly relates to the suit of 1235-8). Col.
Papal Letters, i. 156, t6a> 169, 174; Gervase of Canterbury* i. 132, 306.

